
AP English Language Summer Reading (2020-2021) 

 
Hi there! I hope you are as excited as I am about this blended AP/American Literature 

course that should help you appreciate the many ways you can read and write and think. 

 

Because you will be responsible for discussing the two works when we return to school 

in August, I suggest you buy your own copies so that you can underline/highlight 

significant passages to review later. You will also benefit from jotting down your initial 

comments and questions in the margins.  

 

When looking for things to which you can respond, consider the following: 

-ways in which you agree or disagree with the author's claims 

-personal, historical, and/or contemporary situations like the ones the author describes 

-the reliability or questionability of cited evidence or quoted experts 

-the author's style and its effect on the argument 

 

Read this one: In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

 

Read one of the following: 

 

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 

Brain on Fire by Susannah Cahalan 

 

Brother, I’m Dying by Edwidge Danticat 

 

The Death and Life of the Great Lakes by Dan Egan 

 

Educated by Tara Westover 

 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 

 

Lab Girl by Hope Jahren 

 

The Last Cowboys: A Pioneer Family in the West by John Branch 

 

Me Talk Pretty One Day by David Sedaris 

 

The Opposite of Loneliness by Marina Keegan 

 

Tightrope: Americans Reaching for Hope by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 

 

Where You Go Is Not Who You Will Be: An Antidote to the College Admissions Mania by 

Frank Bruni 

 

The Year of Magical Thinking by Joan Didion 



 

*If you’re not accustomed to reading news and opinion pieces, this summer is a good 

time to start. You can read discussions of national and global issues in The New York 

Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Atlantic, The Economist, The New Yorker, 

Smithsonian, and Time. Articles from these publications have been included in previous 

AP English Language exams. If you want to read about local and state events, then you 

could try The Atlanta Journal-Constitution or Creative Loafing. 

 

I will check my school email periodically. If you have any questions, you can email me at 

Tracey_Anderson@dekalbschoolsga.org.  

 


